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Dear Investor

Most major global stock and bond indexes produced positive 
returns during the first half of your fund’s fiscal year, the six-
month period ended June 30, 2023. Despite turmoil in the 
banking sector and a protracted debt ceiling standoff, markets 
were resilient as growth remained positive in the major 
economies and corporate earnings results came in stronger 
than expected.

For the six-month period, the technology-oriented Nasdaq 
Composite Index gained more than 30%, the strongest 
result of the major benchmarks, as tech companies 
benefited from investor enthusiasm for artificial intelligence 
applications. Growth stocks outperformed value shares, and 
developed market stocks generally outpaced their emerging 
market counterparts. Currency movements were mixed 
over the period, although a weaker dollar versus major 
European currencies was beneficial for U.S. investors in 
European securities.

Within the S&P 500 Index, the information technology, 
communication services, and consumer discretionary sectors 
were all lifted by the tech rally and recorded significant 
gains. Conversely, the defensive utilities sector had the 
weakest returns in the growth-focused environment, and the 
energy sector also lost ground amid declining oil prices. The 
financials sector partly recovered from the failure of three 
large regional banks during the period but still finished with 
modest losses.

Cheaper oil contributed to slowing inflation, although core 
inflation readings—which exclude volatile food and energy 
prices—remained stubbornly high. In response, the Federal 
Reserve raised its short-term lending benchmark rate to a 
target range of 5.00% to 5.25% by early May, the highest level 
since 2007. The Fed held rates steady at its June meeting, but 
policymakers indicated that two more rate hikes could come 
by the end of the year.

In the fixed income market, returns were generally positive 
across most sectors as investors benefited from the higher 
interest rates that have become available over the past 
year. Investment-grade corporate bonds were supported 
by generally solid balance sheets and were among the 
strongest performers.

Global economies and markets showed surprising resilience in 
recent months, but, moving into the second half of 2023, we 
believe investors could face potential challenges. The impact 
of the Fed’s rate hikes has yet to be fully felt in the economy, 
and while the regional banking turmoil appears to have been 
contained by the swift actions of regulators, it could weigh on 
credit conditions. Moreover, market consensus still seems to 
point to a coming recession, although hopes have emerged that 
such a downturn could be more modest.

We believe this environment makes skilled active management 
a critical tool for identifying risks and opportunities, and our 
investment teams will continue to use fundamental research to 
identify securities that can add value to your portfolio over the 
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SECTOR DIVERSIFICATION

 Percent of Net Assets
 12/31/22 6/30/23

Information Technology   47.0 %   43.1 %

Communication Services   12.8     15.1  

Consumer Discretionary   14.5     14.5  

Health Care   16.7     12.7  

Financials   5.1     10.2  

Industrials and Business Services   2.0     2.1  

Materials   1.3     1.0  

Consumer Staples   0.0     0.6  

Utilities   0.0     0.2  

Energy   0.0     0.0  

Real Estate   0.0     0.0  

Other and Reserves   0.6     0.5  

Total   100.0 %   100.0 %

Historical weightings reflect current industry/sector classifications.

TWENTY-FIVE LARGEST HOLDINGS

 

Percent of 
Net Assets 

6/30/23

Microsoft   14.0 %

Apple   11.3  

Amazon.com   7.7  

Alphabet   7.5  

NVIDIA   5.9  

Meta Platforms   5.0  

UnitedHealth Group   3.3  

Visa   3.3  

Tesla   2.9  

Mastercard   2.7  

Eli Lilly   2.7  

ServiceNow   2.2  

Intuitive Surgical   1.7  

Netflix   1.5  

ASML Holding   1.4  

Thermo Fisher Scientific   1.3  

Intuit   1.2  

Synopsys   1.2  

Chipotle Mexican Grill   1.0  

T-Mobile U.S.   1.0  

Chubb   1.0  

Advanced Micro Devices   0.9  

Booking Holdings   0.8  

Roper Technologies   0.7  

Danaher   0.7  

Total   82.9 %

Note: The information shown does not reflect any exchange-traded funds (ETFs), 
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For a share outstanding throughout each period
 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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‡ Shares/Par are denominated in U.S. dollars unless otherwise noted.
(1) Non-income producing
(2) See Note 2. Level 3 in fair value hierarchy.
(3) Security cannot be offered for public resale without first being registered under the Securities Act of 1933 and related rules 

("restricted security"). Acquisition date represents the day on which an enforceable right to acquire such security is obtained and is 
presented along with related cost in the security description. The fund may have registration rights for certain restricted securities. 
Any costs related to such registration are generally borne by the issuer. The aggregate value of restricted securities (excluding 
144A holdings) at period end amounts to $6,826 and represents 0.4% of net assets.

(4) Security was purchased pursuant to Rule 144A under the Securities Act of 1933 and may be resold in transactions exempt from 
registration only to qualified institutional buyers. Total value of such securities at period-end amounts to $3,215 and represents 
0.2% of net assets.

(5) Seven-day yield
(6) Affiliated Companies

ADR American Depositary Receipts
EUR Euro
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AFFILIATED COMPANIES

($000s)
 
The fund may invest in certain securities that are considered affiliated companies. As defined by the 1940 Act, an affiliated company is one in which 
the fund owns 5% or more of the outstanding voting securities, or a company that is under common ownership or control. The following securities were 
considered affiliated companies for all or some portion of the six months ended June 30, 2023. Net realized gain (loss), investment income, change in net 
unrealized gain/loss, and purchase and sales cost reflect all activity for the period then ended.

Affiliate
Net Realized 

Gain (Loss)

Change in Net 
Unrealized 
Gain/Loss

Investment 
Income

T. Rowe Price Government Reserve Fund, 5.13%  $  —  $  —  $  118 ++

Totals  $  — #  $  —  $  118 +
 

Supplementary Investment Schedule

Affiliate
Value 

12/31/22
Purchase 

Cost
Sales 
Cost

Value 
06/30/23

T. Rowe Price Government Reserve Fund, 5.13%  $  15,568     ¤     ¤  $  7,234 

Total  $  7,234 ̂
     

# Capital gain distributions from underlying Price funds represented $0 of the net realized gain (loss).
++ Excludes earnings on securities lending collateral, which are subject to rebates and fees as described in Note 3.
+ Investment income comprised $118 of dividend income and $0 of interest income.
¤ Purchase and sale information not shown for cash management funds.
^ The cost basis of investments in affiliated companies was $7,234.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.  
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($000s)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

6 Months 
Ended 

6/30/23
Investment Income (Loss)
Income

Dividend (net of foreign taxes of $32)  $  4,941 
Other, non cash    371 

    Interest    213 
Securities lending    1 
Total income    5,526 

Expenses
Investment management and administrative expense    6,998 
Rule 12b-1 fees - Blue Chip Growth Portfolio - II Class    627 
Waived / paid by Price Associates    (823 )
Net expenses    6,802 

Net investment loss    (1,276 )

Realized and Unrealized Gain / Loss   –
Net realized gain (loss)

Securities    50,603 
Foreign currency transactions    (1 )
Net realized gain    50,602 

Change in net unrealized gain on securities    450,866 
Net realized and unrealized gain / loss    501,468 

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS  $  500,192 
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($000s)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.



T. ROWE PRICE BLUE CHIP GROWTH PORTFOLIO

Unaudited

13

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

T. Rowe Price Equity Series, Inc. (the corporation) is registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940 (the 1940 Act). The Blue 
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securities markets, and the performance of instruments trading in U.S. markets that represent foreign securities and baskets of foreign 
securities. The Valuation Designee uses outside pricing services to provide it with quoted prices and information to evaluate or adjust 
those prices. The Valuation Designee cannot predict how often it will use quoted prices and how often it will determine it necessary to 
adjust those prices to reflect fair value.

Debt securities generally are traded in the over-the-counter (OTC) market and are valued at prices furnished by independent pricing 
services or by broker dealers who make markets in such securities. When valuing securities, the independent pricing services consider 
factors such as, but not limited to, the yield or price of bonds of comparable quality, coupon, maturity, and type, as well as prices 
quoted by dealers who make markets in such securities.

Investments in mutual funds are valued at the mutual fund’s closing NAV per share on the day of valuation. Assets and liabilities other 
than financial instruments, including short-term receivables and payables, are carried at cost, or estimated realizable value, if less, which 
approximates fair value. 

Investments for which market quotations are not readily available or deemed unreliable are valued at fair value as determined in good 
faith by the Valuation Designee. The Valuation Designee has adopted methodologies for determining the fair value of investments 
for which market quotations are not readily available or deemed unreliable, including the use of other pricing sources. Factors used 
in determining fair value vary by type of investment and may include market or investment specific considerations. The Valuation 
Designee typically will afford greatest weight to actual prices in arm’s length transactions, to the extent they represent orderly 
transactions between market participants, transaction information can be reliably obtained, and prices are deemed representative of 
fair value. However, the Valuation Designee may also consider other valuation methods such as market-based valuation multiples; a 
discount or premium from market value of a similar, freely traded security of the same issuer; discounted cash flows; yield to maturity; 
or some combination. Fair value determinations are reviewed on a regular basis. Because any fair value determination involves a 
significant amount of judgment, there is a degree of subjectivity inherent in such pricing decisions. Fair value prices determined by the 
Valuation Designee could differ from those of other market participants, and it is possible that the fair value determined for a security 
may be materially different from the value that could be realized upon the sale of that security.

Valuation Inputs  The following table summarizes the fund’s financial instruments, based on the inputs used to determine their fair 
values on June 30, 2023 (for further detail by category, please refer to the accompanying Portfolio of Investments):
     

($000s) Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total Value

Assets

Common Stocks  $  1,825,805  $  6,412  $  2,843  $  1,835,060 

Convertible Preferred Stocks    —    —    3,983    3,983 

Corporate Bonds    —    3,215    —    3,215 
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collateral required due to changes in security values is delivered to the fund the next business day. Cash collateral is invested in 
accordance with investment guidelines approved by fund management. Additionally, the lending agent indemnifies the fund against 
losses resulting from borrower default. Although risk is mitigated by the collateral and indemnification, the fund could experience 
a delay in recovering its securities and a possible loss of income or value if the borrower fails to return the securities, collateral 
investments decline in value, and the lending agent fails to perform. Securities lending revenue consists of earnings on invested 
collateral and borrowing fees, net of any rebates to the borrower, compensation to the lending agent, and other administrative costs. 
In accordance with GAAP, investments made with cash collateral are reflected in the accompanying financial statements, but collateral 
received in the form of securities is not. At June 30, 2023, there were no securities on loan.  

Other   Purchases and sales of portfolio securities other than short-term securities aggregated $129,128,000 and $287,055,000, 
respectively, for the six months ended June 30, 2023.

NOTE 4 - FEDERAL INCOME TAXES

Generally, no provision for federal income taxes is required since the fund intends to continue to qualify as a regulated investment 
company under Subchapter M of the Internal Revenue Code and distribute to shareholders all of its taxable income and gains. 
Distributions determined in accordance with federal income tax regulations may differ in amount or character from net investment 
income and realized gains for financial reporting purposes. Financial reporting records are adjusted for permanent book/tax differences 
to reflect tax character but are not adjusted for temporary differences. The amount and character of tax-basis distributions and 
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Associates by the fund. The total management fees waived were $823,000 and allocated ratably in the amounts of $572,000 and 
$251,000 for the Blue Chip Growth Portfolio Class and Blue Chip Growth Portfolio-II Class, respectively, for the six months ended 
June 30, 2023.

In addition, the fund has entered into service agreements with Price Associates and a wholly owned subsidiary of Price Associates, each 
an affiliate of the fund. Price Associates provides certain accounting and administrative services to the fund. T. Rowe Price Services, 
Inc. provides shareholder and administrative services in its capacity as the fund’s transfer and dividend-disbursing agent. Pursuant to 
the all-inclusive fee arrangement under the investment management and administrative agreement, expenses incurred by the funds 
pursuant to these service agreements are paid by Price Associates.

The fund may invest its cash reserves in certain open-end management investment companies managed by Price Associates and 
considered affiliates of the fund: the T. Rowe Price Government Reserve Fund or the T. Rowe Price Treasury Reserve Fund, organized 
as money market funds (together, the Price Reserve Funds). The Price Reserve Funds are offered as short-term investment options 
to mutual funds, trusts, and other accounts managed by Price Associates or its affiliates and are not available for direct purchase by 
members of the public. Cash collateral from securities lending, if any, is invested in the T. Rowe Price Government Reserve Fund. The 
Price Reserve Funds pay no investment management fees.

The fund may participate in securities purchase and sale transactions with other funds or accounts advised by Price Associates (cross 
trades), in accordance with procedures adopted by the fund’s Board and Securities and Exchange Commission rules, which require, 
among other things, that such purchase and sale cross trades be effected at the independent current market price of the security. 
During the six months ended June 30, 2023, the fund had no purchases or sales cross trades with other funds or accounts advised by 
Price Associates. 

Price Associates has voluntarily agreed to reimburse the fund from its own resources on a monthly basis for the cost of investment 
research embedded in the cost of the fund’s securities trades. This agreement may be rescinded at any time. For the six months ended 
June 30, 2023, this reimbursement amounted to $9,000, which is included in Net realized gain (loss) on Securities in the Statement 
of Operations.

NOTE 7 - OTHER MATTERS

Unpredictable events such as environmental or natural disasters, war, terrorism, pandemics, outbreaks of infectious diseases, and 
similar public health threats may significantly affect the economy and the markets and issuers in which the fund invests. Certain events 
may cause instability across global markets, including reduced liquidity and disruptions in trading markets, while some events may 
affect certain geographic regions, countries, sectors, and industries more significantly than others, and exacerbate other pre-existing 
political, social, and economic risks. 

Since 2020, a novel strain of coronavirus (COVID-19) has resulted in disruptions to global business activity and caused significant 
volatility and declines in global financial markets. 

In February 2022, Russian forces entered Ukraine and commenced an armed conflict leading to economic sanctions being imposed on 
Russia and certain of its citizens, creating impacts on Russian-related stocks and debt and greater volatility in global markets. 

In March 2023, the collapse of some US regional and global banks as well as overall concerns around the soundness and stability of the 
global banking sector has sparked concerns of a broader financial crisis impacting the overall global banking sector. In certain cases, 
government agencies have assumed control or otherwise intervened in the operations of certain banks due to liquidity and solvency 
concerns. The extent of impact of these events on the US and global markets is highly uncertain.

These are recent examples of global events which may have a negative impact on the values of certain portfolio holdings or the fund’s 
overall performance. Management is actively monitoring the risks and financial impacts arising from these events.
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INFORMATION ON PROXY VOTING POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND RECORDS

A description of the policies and procedures used by T. Rowe Price funds to determine how to vote proxies relating to portfolio securities is 
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APPROVAL OF INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

Each year, the fund’s Board of Directors (Board) considers the continuation of the investment management agreement (Advisory Contract) 
between the fund and its investment adviser, T. Rowe Price Associates, Inc. (Adviser). In that regard, at a meeting held on March 6–7, 2023 
(Meeting), the Board, including all of the fund’s independent directors, approved the continuation of the fund’s Advisory Contract. At the 
Meeting, the Board considered the factors and reached the conclusions described below relating to the selection of the Adviser and the 
approval of the Advisory Contract. The independent directors were assisted in their evaluation of the Advisory Contract by independent legal 
counsel from whom they received separate legal advice and with whom they met separately.

In providing information to the Board, the Adviser was guided by a detailed set of requests for information submitted by independent legal 
counsel on behalf of the independent directors. In considering and approving the continuation of the Advisory Contract, the Board considered 
the information it believed was relevant, including, but not limited to, the information discussed below. The Board considered not only the 
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The Board also reviewed the fee schedules for other investment portfolios with similar mandates that are advised or subadvised by the 
Adviser and its affiliates, including separately managed accounts for institutional and individual investors; subadvised funds; and other 
sponsored investment portfolios, including collective investment trusts and pooled vehicles organized and offered to investors outside the 
United States. Management provided the Board with information about the Adviser’s responsibilities and services provided to subadvisory and 
other institutional account clients, including information about how the requirements and economics of the institutional business are 
fundamentally different from those of the proprietary mutual fund business. The Board considered information showing that the Adviser’s 
mutual fund business is generally more complex from a business and compliance perspective than its institutional account business and 



 
Call 1-800-225-5132 to request a prospectus or summary prospectus; each includes investment objectives, risks, fees, expenses, and 
other information that you should read and consider carefully before investing.

 E307-051 8/23


	Market Commentary
	Portfolio Summary
	Fund Expense Example
	Financial Highlights
	Portfolio of Investments
	Financial Statements and Notes
	Additional Fund Information

