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      Asset Allocation Fund 
 
Investment objective The fund’s investment objective is to provide high total return (including income and capital gains) consistent with 
preservation of capital over the long term. 

Fees and expenses of the fund This table describes the fees and expenses that you may pay if you buy, hold and sell an interest in Class 
4 shares of the fund. You may pay other fees, such as insurance contract fees and expenses, which are not reflected in the tables and 
examples below. If insurance contract fees and expenses were reflected, expenses shown would be higher. 

Annual fund operating expenses (expenses that you pay each year as a percentage of the value of your investment) Class 4 
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Principal risks This section describes the principal risks associated with investing in the fund. You may lose money by investing in the 
fund. The likelihood of loss may be greater if you invest for a shorter period of time. Investors in the fund should have a long-term 
perspective and be able to tolerate potentially sharp declines in value. 

Market conditions — The prices of, and the income generated by, the common stocks, bonds and other securities held by the fund may 
decline – sometimes rapidly or unpredictably – due to various factors, including events or conditions affecting the general economy or 
particular industries or companies; overall market changes; local, regional or global political, social or economic instability; governmental, 
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 Investment objectives, strategies and risks  

Asset Allocation Fund The fund’s investment objective is to provide high total return (including income and capital gains) consistent with 
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Economies and financial markets throughout the world are highly interconnected. Economic, financial or political events, trading and tariff 
arrangements, wars, terrorism, cybersecurity events, natural disasters, public health emergencies (such as the spread of infect
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risks of delayed settlement of securities purchased or sold by the fund, which could impact the liquidity of the fund’s portfolio. The risks of 
investing outside the United States may be heightened in connection with investments in emerging markets. 

Asset allocation — The fund’s percentage allocation to equity securities, debt securities and money market instruments could cause the 
fund to underperform relative to relevant benchmarks and other funds with similar investment objectives.  

Management — The investment adviser to the fund actively manages the fund’s investments. Consequently, the fund is subject to the risk 
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forecasts economic developments or incorrectly predicts the impact of such developments on the futures in which it invests, the fund 
could suffer losses. 

Investing in swaps — Swaps, including interest rate swaps and credit default swap indices, or CDSI, are subject to many of the risks 
generally associated with investing in derivative instruments. Additionally, although swaps require no initial investment or only a small 
initial investment in the form of a deposit of initial margin, the amount of a potential loss on a swap contract could greatly exceed the initial 
amount invested. The use of swaps involves the risk that the investment adviser will not accurately predict anticipated changes in interest 
rates or other economic factors, which may result in losses to the fund. If the fund enters into a bilaterally negotiated swap transaction, the 
counterparty may fail to perform in accordance with the terms of the swap. If a counterparty defaults on its obligations under a swap, the 
fund may lose any amount it expected to receive from the counterparty, potentially including amounts in excess of the fund’s initial 
investment. Certain swap transactions are subject to mandatory central clearing or may be eligible for voluntary central clearing. Although 
clearing interposes a central clearinghouse as the ultimate counterparty to each participant’s swap, central clearing will not eliminate (but 
may decrease) counterparty risk relative to uncleared bilateral swaps. Some swaps, such as CDSI, may be dependent on both the 
individual credit of the fund’s counterparty and on the credit of one or more issuers of any underlying assets. If the fund does not correctly 
evaluate the creditworthiness of its counterparty and, where applicable, of issuers of any underlying reference assets, the fund’s 
investment in a swap may result in losses to the fund. 

Exposure to country, region, industry or sector — Subject to the fund’s investment limitations, the fund may have significant exposure to a 
particular country, region, industry or sector. Such exposure may cause the fund to be more impacted by risks relating to and 
developments affecting the country, region, industry or sector, and thus its net asset value may be more volatile, than a fund without such 





American Funds Insurance Series / Prospectus     10 

The primary individual portfolio managers for each of the funds are: 

Portfolio manager for the 
Series/Title (if applicable) 

Primary title with investment adviser (or affiliate) 
and investment experience 

Portfolio manager’s role in management of,  
and experience in, the fund(s) 

Donald D. O’Neal Co-President and Trustee Partner – Capital International Investors 
Investment professional for 38 years, all with Capital Research 
and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
Growth-Income Fund — 18 years 

Alan N. Berro Co-President Partner – Capital World Investors 
Investment professional for 37 years in total; 32 years with 
Capital Research and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
Washington Mutual Investors Fund — 6 years 
Asset Allocation Fund — 23 years 

Patrice Collette Senior Vice President Partner – Capital World Investors 
Investment professional for 29 years in total; 23 years with 
Capital Research and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
Global Growth Fund — 8 years (plus 14 years of prior 
experience as an investment analyst for the fund)  
International Growth and Income Fund — 1 year 

Peter Eliot Senior Vice President Partner – Capital International Investors 
Investment professional for 28 years in total; 19 years with 
Capital Research and Management Company or affiliate 
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Portfolio manager for the 
Series/Title (if applicable) 
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Portfolio manager for the 
Series/Title (if applicable) 
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Portfolio manager for the 
Series/Title (if applicable) 

Primary title with investment adviser (or affiliate) 
and investment experience 

Portfolio manager’s role in management of,  
and experience in, the fund(s) 

Kirstie Spence Partner – Capital Fixed Income Investors 
Investment professional for 28 years, all with Capital Research 
and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as a fixed income portfolio manager for:  
New World Fund — 3 years (plus 9 years of prior experience as 
an investment analyst for the fund) 

Eric H. Stern Partner – Capital International Investors 
Investment professional for 34 years in total; 32 years with 
Capital Research and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
Washington Mutual Investors Fund — 2 years 

Andrew B. Suzman Partner – Capital World Investors 
Investment professional for 30 years, all with Capital Research 
and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
International Growth and Income Fund — 1 year 

Tomonori Tani Partner – Capital World Investors 
Investment professional for 25 years in total; 19 years with 
Capital Research and Management Company or affiliate 

Serves as an equity portfolio manager for:  
New World Fund — 5 years 

Lisa Thompson Partner – Capital International Investors 
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 Purchases and redemptions of shares Shares of the Series are currently offered only to insurance company separate accounts as well as 
so-called “feeder funds” under master-feeder arrangements sponsored by insurance companies as underlying investments for such 
insurance companies’ variable annuity contracts and variable life insurance policies. All such shares may be purchased or redeemed by the 
insurance company separate accounts (or feeder funds) at net asset value without any sales or redemption charges. These purchases and 
redemptions are made at the price next determined after such purchases and redemptions of units of the separate accounts (or feeder 
funds). The Series typically expects to remit redemption proceeds one business day following receipt and acceptance of a redemption 
order, regardless of the method the Series uses to make such payment (e.g., check, wire or automated clearing house transfer). However, 
payment may take longer than one business day and may take up to seven days as generally permitted by the Investment Company Act of 
1940, as amended (the “1940 Act”). Under the 1940 Act, the Series may be permitted to pay redemption proceeds beyond seven days 
under certain limited circumstances. 

Under normal conditions, the Series typically expects to meet shareholder redemptions by monitoring the Series’ portfolio and 
redemption activities and by regularly holding a reserve of highly liquid assets, such as cash or cash equivalents. The Series may use 
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Frequent trading of fund shares The Series and American Funds Distributors, Inc., the Series’ distributor, reserve the right to reject any 
purchase order for any reason. The funds are not designed to serve as vehicles for frequent trading. Frequent trading of fund shares may 
lead to increased costs to the funds and less efficient management of the funds’ portfolios, potentially resulting in dilution of the value of 
the shares held by long-term shareholders. Accordingly, purchases, including those that are part of exchange activity, that the Series or 
American Funds Distributors has determined could involve actual or potential harm to a fund may be rejected.  

The Series, through its transfer agent, American Funds Service Company, has agreements with the Series’ insurance relationships to 
maintain its surveillance procedures that are designed to detect frequent trading in fund shares. The agreements generally require the 
insurance companies to (i) provide, upon request from a fund, the Series or their agent, certain identifying and account information 
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Valuing shares The net asset value of each share class of a fund is the value of a single share of that class. The net asset value per share is 
calculated once daily as of the close of regular trading on the New York Stock Exchange, normally 4 p.m. New York time, each day the New 
York Stock Exchange is open. If the New York Stock Exchange makes a scheduled (e.g. the day after Thanksgiving) or an unscheduled 
close prior to 4 p.m. New York time, the net asset value of each fund will be determined at approximately the time the New York Stock 
Exchange closes on that day.  If on such a day market quotations and prices from third-party pricing services are not based as of the time 
of the early close of the New York Stock Exchange but are as of a later time (up to approximately 4 p.m. New York time), for example 
because the market remains open after the close of the New York Stock Exchange, those later market quotations and prices will be used in 
determining the funds’ net asset value. 

Equity securities are valued primarily on the basis of market quotations, and debt securities are valued primarily on the basis of prices from 
third-party pricing services due to the lack of market quotations. Futures contracts are valued primarily on the basis of settlement prices. 
The funds’ portfolio investments are valued in accordance with procedures for making fair value determinations if market quotations are 
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 Other compensation to dealers American Funds Distributors, at its expense, provides additional compensation to insurance companies. 
These payments may be made, at the discretion of American Funds Distributors, to insurance companies (or their affiliates) that have sold 
shares of the funds of the American Funds Insurance Series and American Funds as the exclusive underlying investments to their variable 
contracts. A number of factors will be considered in determining payments, including the sales, assets, and the quality of the company’s 
relationship with American Funds Distributors. The payment will be determined using a formula applied consistently to insurance 
companies based on the relevant facts and circumstances. The level of payments made to a qualifying firm in any given year will vary and 
(excluding payments for meetings as described below) will represent the sum of (a) up to .14% of the current year’s American Funds 
Insurance Series new deposits in the contracts, (b) up to .07% of the current and previous year’s American Funds Insurance Series new 
deposits in the contracts, and (c) up to .0084% of American Funds Insurance Series assets attributable to the contracts, with an adjustment 
made for the quality of the company’s relationship with American Funds Distributors. Aggregate payments made by American Funds 
Distributors to insurance companies may also change from year to year. Only assets and deposits in variable annuity contracts that offer 
exclusively shares of the American Funds Insurance Series and American Funds are included in the formula. Further, assets for which the 
insurance company, or an affiliated broker-dealer, acts as an ERISA investment fiduciary are generally excluded from the formula. 
American Funds Distributors makes these payments to help defray the costs incurred by qualifying insurance companies in connection 
with efforts to educate its sales force about the American Funds Insurance Series so that they help financial advisers make 
recommendations and provide services that are suitable and meet contractholders needs. These payments may also be made to help 
defray the costs associated with the insurance company’s provision of account related services and activities and support the insurance 
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 Fund expenses In periods of market volatility, assets of the funds may decline significantly, causing total annual fund operating expenses 
(as a percentage of the value of your investment) to become higher than the numbers shown in the Annual Fund Operating Expenses 
tables in this prospectus. 

The “Other expenses” items in the Annual Fund Operating Expenses tables in this prospectus are based on expenses as of each fund’s 
most recently completed fiscal year. These items include third-party expenses, such as custodial, legal, audit, accounting, regulatory 
reporting and pricing vendor services, and an administrative services fee payable to the Series’ investment adviser for administrative 
services provided by the Series’ investment adviser and its affiliates. In addition, the “Other expenses” items for Class 4 sha



19     American Funds Insurance Series / Prospectus 

 Financial highlights 
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(Loss) income from 

investment operations1 Dividends and distributions           

Year ended  

Net asset 
value, 

beginning 
of year 

Net 
investment 

income 

Net (losses) 
gains on 
securities 

(both 
realized and 
unrealized) 

Total from 
investment 
operations 

Dividends 
(from net 

investment 
income) 

Distributions 
(from capital 

gains) 

Total 
dividends 

and 
distributions 

Net asset 
value, 

end 
of year Total return 

Net assets, 
end of year 
(in millions) 

Ratio of 
expenses 

to average 
net assets3
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Income (loss) from 

investment operations1 Dividends and distributions   
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 Investment Company File No. 811-03857
   

Other fund information Shares of the Series are currently offered to insurance company separate accounts funding both variable annuity contracts 
and variable life insurance policies. Interests of various contract owners participating in the Series may be in conflict. The board of trustees of the 
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